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STATEMENTS UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(e) 

AND 37 C.F.R. 1, 704(d) 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 



In the event that this Paper is late 
filed, and the necessary petition for 
extension of time Is not filed 
concurrently herewith, please consider 
this as a Petition for the requisite 
extension of time, and to the extent not 
tendered by check attached hereto, 
authorization to charge the extension 
fee. or any other fee 
required in connection with this Paper 
to Account No. 06-1378. 



Submitted herewith are: 

(1) Copy of a communication (Search Report) issueci from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart European 
application; 

(2) Copies of the cited publications; and 

(3) Forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B. It is reques^fed that 

initialed copies of the Forms PTO/SB/08A and P']^/%/0§a 

o ^ O 

be returned to indicate that the publications loPste^i fr\ 

— ^ '^✓^ 

therein have been considered and made of record?^ ^ 

• r ^ O 

Said communication is in English, thereby satisfying @ie 
requirements for a concise explanation of relevance for any 
non-English language documents cited therein (MPEP 609*111 A{3)). 



STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(e) (1) 

Each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 



^ « . b ^ I. 



foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of the present 
Information Disclosure Statement. Said Communication bears a 
mailing date of February 4, 2002 . Therefore, the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement is timely under the provisions 
of 37 CFR 1.97(e) and does not require a fee. 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.704 fd) 

Each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in said communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and this 
communication was not received by any individual designated in 
§1.56 (c) more than thirty days prior to the filing of the present 
Information Disclosure Statement. The European Search Report was 
received on March 1, 2002 by applicant's Japanese attorneys, 
which are the "person" believed to be designated in 37 C.F.R. 
1.65(c) ^ and thus was not received by him or her more than thirty 
days prior to the filing date of this Information Disclosure 
Statement . 

It is respectfully requested that the attached publications 
be considered and made of record. > 
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